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John 14. 18

The Gospel lesson for today, takes places on &ldiirsday night, shortly before Jesus enters
the garden of Gethsemane. It has become cleartarmhall, that Jesus is about to be betrayed,
and arrested; and once arrested, it is plain thigae is indeed a cross out there waiting for Him.
And to the disciples, who are scared and confulesl)s speaks words of comfort and hope.
Among other things, in verse 18, He says “I wilt leave you, as orphans.”

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, we admit, everything important thatplesaus in this world is simply beyond our
power to control. Our bodies age, our loved one@secand go. Our regrets keep adding up, our
chances to make things right are slipping awaynaed your help. Come to us in our weakness,
and give us the kind of hope that can only commfkmowing you as Savior and Lord; Jesus in
your name we pray, AMEN.

Not very many children in our midst today, vikiflow what it's like to grow up as an orphan;
and for that we can give thanks to God. Most chitdive know have parents, and grandparents
too, and are loved and cared for the way childrersapposed to be loved and cared for. Again,
thanks be to God—for we know that's not always hitbencase. Just a generation or two ago in
this country when medical care was much more sporadic ansvi'emuch more difficult, well
orphanages were much more common.. Or elsewhénésimorld, right now—medical care is
still sporadic, life islways hard. War famine disease are daily realities,raady, many children
are forced to grow up all alone, and in the lond sad history of this planet. How many millions
of children have been left as orphans. It stillslbappen all the time today, and it's honestly hard
for me to imagine anything more heartbreaking.

For the disciples of Jesus, that Thursday rjiggttoutside the garden of Gethsemane, they
probably didn't have to do a whole lot of imagini@gjven the reality of life then, 2000 years ago
in Palestine, well odds are that several of theipliss probably had grown up as orphans;
certainly when Jesus used the word in conversatittnthem, verse 18—nobody needed to have
it explained. They knew what it meant, from perd@xperience; and even more, they perhaps

understood how the word fit them at that precisenewt. Like small children, scared and alone,

these grown men these disciples looked to Jesws/éithing. For three years they had followed



Him everywhere, hanging on His words and livinddis shadow. They'd trusted Jesus, they'd
hoped in Jesus, they'd dared to relax and be hbppguse of Jesus. Now the other shoe was
about to drop. Jesus was going to be arrested;ractfied, and they'd be alone again. And
although they were grown men yeah, they were nanand distressed, and very afraid.

Don't be, Jesus said. Don’t be nervous, don‘afpaid, and don't give up on hope. Hey, He
said. Don't give up on Me. | will not leave you @phans. The world may not see Me much
longer, but you will, and | will be with you. | wihot let you down.

And, of course, you know how the story procefeals here. Jesus was in fact arrested, and
condemned. Crucified dead and buried, for us,Herforgiveness of our sins. The world didn’t
see Him any longer—out of sight out of mind, ngpsise there—but to those who believed, after
His resurrection, Jesus appeared, alive and vieteriAnd among those who believe, He is still
here. He has not left us, we are not orphanedsnitbrild—we have a living hope, because of our
living Lord and Savior; the one who won't let usado

Now it always seems to me, that whatever Jesysto the disciples in the Gospel, He is in a
sense also saying to us. “I will not leave you igghans,” He promises—good. I'm glad—but
what exactly does that imply about us? What dogsyit that to God, those of us gathered here
right now really do look as frightened and helplasglid those disciples? As frightened and
helpless, as a parentless child? That may seetmaubh but, it's what He said, it's what He
called us, is He right? Well, yeah, if we're hondstthere anyone who doesn’'t know what it's
like, to be weak and alone and afraid. Is ther@aaymmune to this, is there anyone who's
never been through it? Young people, about to griedand head off to college; parents, about to
let them. It's a wonderful thing, but it's not anse of wonder that keeps me awake at three in the
morning, | can tell you that. Husbands and wivéigeand well but not speaking to each other;
children not orphaned but caught in the middle afli Losing your job, losing your income, in
today’s economy losing your home. Losing your hedtising mobility and independence.

Losing loved ones through death—the hospital wgitboms and the funeral visitations, we had



dared to relax and be happy and then all of a suttdeother shoe drops. And we are like small
children again, hurt and afraid; and we know it.

Sin does this to us too. When time is beginbingin out, and it will, for all of us—but when
time is beginning to run out it seems to me youdsitly become much more aware of mistakes,
and regrets, and things you should have done diffdyut can’t now, and there are days my sin is
just staring me in the face, and the consequemeesugh | can’t deal with them anymore. Am |
the only one? And if it's you too, do you maybelfidad of helpless then? A little lonely, and
maybe a little afraid? Sort of like an orphan, esu3 would say.

But you're not. You're not orphaned, you're teft alone to fend for yourself, best as you can,
with no hope for anything better. You are in thenpany of Jesus Christ. The one who died and
rose again—well, He did that for you, you know. died and rose again, and is here now in our
midst, and He’s there with you in your daily wallhere are moments in every life, enough to
make the strongest adult feel as helpless as atfgm® child, we are none of us as strong as we
wish we were. But He is stronger that we can imaghnd He is with us now, and everyday, and
one day soon we will be with Him. Not left as orphabut held close and loved forever. May that

day come quickly, in the name of Jesus Christ, AMEN



