Pentecost 19, 2008
Good Hope Lutheran Church
Jonah 3and 4

For the sermon text today, we turn back to theTalstament lesson, as recorded in the book of
Jonah, chapters 3 and 4. Keep it in hand and kookeir as we proceed.

The Lord be with you! And let us pray:

Heavenly Father in days of old you called Jonabetgour servant, and in every generation there
have been those you single out for the work oimgdom. And now in these last days you have
called us, and singled us out, summoned us to tesgrvants irthis place and time. Help us

hear your voice Lord, and help us listen. Giveaithfenough to follow where you lead, all the
days of our lives; Jesus in your name, AMEN.

When | mention Jonah, probably the first thilog yhink about is the whale, the big fish that
swallowed Jonah whole and, kept him down so tolsfirathree solid days. Jonah you may
recall had been summoned by God to go preach tpabple of Nineveh, that great city, and to
tell them all to repent of their sins! Jonah hadsed, he’d said No to God and instead had fled
on a boat in the opposite direction. But you cam't from God. | know a lot of you are trying—
we have pet sins we refuse to let go of, therelaegls of love and mercy waiting that we just
never seem to have time for, God is calling usiew and better life! And | know a lot us are
trying to run from that, we’re trying to run fromo@. It doesn’t work. Just ask Jonah. God caught
up with him, in a storm. The fish swallowed himgda®pt him safe, till Jonah was at last ready to
hear the voice of God, and listen, and obey.

Which he did, in chapter 3. UNfortunately theralso a chapter 4 in this book, and that's what
concerns us today, you see Jonah had this greatHdnging experience. The whole thing about
being swallowed by a fish and then being spit uglwre, it was you know a life changing
moment! “God I'm your man now!” said Jonah. “Lorchlready to go!"—and he was. Till his
favorite shade tree died, in v. 7, and then theaiditioning went out, and Jonah got hot and

uncomfortable one sultry summer afternoon. Tristalf, really, it is, but you see the effect it had

on Jonah—the anger and the despair in v 9, thdishillisplay of selfish self-centeredness



throughout ch. 4. Bottom line, Jonah had thisdhi@anging experience, only he really didn't
change. Ok? Jonah had this great life-changingreeqpee, only he really didn’t change—scratch
the surface and see! Beneath an occasionally pixtesior, the Jonah of chapter 4 still looks an
awful lot like the Jonah of chapter 1.

Others are literally in that same boat, or @mse to me. This of course is Shipwreck Sunday, the
day we here at Good Hope and over at St Paul dseme¢mber the story of the Wreck of the
Famous Dove. For those of you who don’'t know—chg’too many of you, but for those who
really do not know—The Dove was the ship 177 years that brought to this country the
ancestors of a great many people who live in Atbngand Jenera today. And that ship The Dove
very nearly sank, and your great grandparents iveayly drowned. They didn't, by the grace of
God, they made it to shore, and there’s that loestd moment in the entire story of The Dove,
when in the midst of the storm at sea little Maegdregan to sing A Mighty Fortress is our God.
To sing that song then, when you thought you wereggto die; to then live to see a new day, in
fact to reach shore safe and sound, a new lifenievaland—well it’s a lot like Jonah, isn’t it?
Rescued from death at sea by God Himself, brougslhére safe and secure, it was a life-
changing moment. For our ancestors the passenfjéredove, Sept 17 1831 was plainly a life-
changing day.

But how much did they really change? In theied too—if you were to reatie next chapter,
so to speak—what would you find? Truly changed p&d@r people who could still get mad at
little things, people who could still be selfishdaself-centered and rude and all the rest. People
who could gossip and carry a grudge, people whiddmeihonest, when they had to be, but knew
how to be dishonest when it worked better that wapple in short who were still sinners at
heart. After this great life-changing moment at, $eav changed were these people really? Like
Jonah, our ancestors coming off the Dove coulditnesppne moment, and then could backslide
into sin the next.

And so can we. So can we, tell me, how manygihas God spoken to your heart, how many



times have you known Him to be at work in your?ifdow many times here in this place have
you resolved to turn life over to the Lord and htich control and how many times. How many
times did you end up backsliding into sin insteddiost as many as me, | imagine. The sad fact
is, for Christians many of us in chapter 4 of oues already, we look and act and sound as
though we were still stuck in chapter 1. When ihes to faith and actually following after Jesus
every day, well. Honestly? We just don’t seem targie very much.

But the Good News is, God doesn't really chagigeer. God who is the same yesterday today
and forever, God does not change either—and Hisagesfor us is still love and forgiveness and
life made clean and new, all through the crosssiid Christ who died and rose again. Jesus is
and remains the one and only Son of God, who f@naisfor our salvation came down from
heaven, to die on a cross then rise again on'tlia@ The sin in your life and mine is tough—it
has a hold of us and does not want to let go. Wed is tough too—Jesus Christ was tougher
than death and tougher than the grave—He doesnt twdet go either. And He won't. As
tightly as sin wants to cling to us, and as deeplyrained as some of our habits are—Jesus holds
us tighter. His love goes deeper, and lasts logai.He is here one more time today, with an
offer that will change your life forever. To thos®o believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power
to become the children of God, and bestows on therfife-giving, life-changing Holy Spirit,
and He opens to us all the Father's home in hedMefve heard this before, | know—and we've
maybe been changed a litle—now hear it again, eegryou are in life, and may God now be
the one to control you, and change you, and fitlishstory for you. So may it be for us all, in the

name of Jesus Christ we pray, AMEN.



