Christmas 1, 2009
Good Hope Lutheran Church
Ephesians 1: 8 — 11

From St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapt&hé.lector read from a translation other than the
one in your bulletin this morning—that was my dqgiagd thank you by the way for obliging me.
| pause, to read from that same translation now.

St Paul said, In all His wisdom and insight, Godl what God intended to do. He made known to
us “the secret plan” He had already decided to ¢etmfpy means of Christ. This plan, which
God will bring to final fulfillment when the timesiright, is to bring all creation together—
everything in heaven and everything on earth—withisE as the head. All things are done
according to God’s plan; let us therefore praism lfbr His glory.

The Word of God.

And now may the words of my mouth, and the meditettiof our spirits, all be acceptable in your
sight this day o Lord our rock and our redeemer,EZhM

We have plans. God has, The Plan, ok? We hawes pGod has The Plan, now our plans are
important, and good, and necessary. We can anddshm@ike plans for today, and a week from
Thursday, and maybe for this summer already togoufre a student you need to have a plan for
your education, if you're a worker it would certigitve nice to have a plan for your retirement, if
you are any body with any kind of responsibilitylife whatsoever—you need to have a plan. We
make our plans in life and do our very best todfelthrough on them, but we have to understand:

We have plans. God has, The Plan.

And The Plan, is Jesus Christ who died and agsén. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the
Savior, who for us and for our salvation came dénem heaven, to be born on Christmas Day.
He was humble, He was obedient, He was faithfulfddethe hungry and cared for the sick, He
shared the Good News of God! He died, on a crodsygive our sins, and then rose from the
dead to save us. And when the time is right, Helvilback, to bring all things in heaven and on
earth to their proper fulfillment, Jesus Christaified resurrected coming again is The Plan for
us, and for all creation. Jesus Christ is The Rléma capital P, in which and by which all of our

plans with a small p—take shape and grow.

Now what exactly does this mean, let me spelbdiew implications of what St Paul in



Ephesians chapter 1 is and is not saying.

First of all, Paul IS saying, that Jesus Chrést been The Plan all along, even from before the
beginning! “Even before the world was made,” itsaythe lesson today. Before the beginning,
before the world was made—Jesus Christ was, The Plather words, God did not create the
world, hoping people would stay in Eden. Oh, doggiinthey didn't, well, let's try Moses and
the 10 Commandments, see how that works, ooopsg/ Messed that up too, well ok, finally.
Finally, if all else fails, maybe Jesus, here’sihgmnyway—no. No. The cross is not a last,
desperate throw of the dice. Instead, when Godldddio create the world, the fitsing God
planned, was the cross and empty tomb. The craksrapty tomb is the cornerstone of all
creation, it was in place firstt—and everythingeglgalaxies guppies garbanzo beans, everything
else—it was all created around the cross. It widsudt upon the cross, and given purpose by the
cross. That's important for you, and the world—nass. No creation.

Second, God’s Plan is NOT that you suffer. lat tnatter, God’s Plan is NOT that you
experience great wealth or prosperity either. G&tés simply, is that you carry a cross yourself,
and that you let your life be shaped by the cross.

God’s Plan is not that you suffer. | want todiear, God is not sitting up there in heaven,
devising accidents and creating diseases and sogemaiys of making us cry. No—that is not
our God. Nor frankly is God up there creating a BoRall ticket with your name on it, ‘I'll give
it to you someday if you're a nice enough persah@mto church on Sunday'—that’s not it
either. Instead, God created a world with choices@nsequences, with freedom and possibility
and potential, and God gave each one of us enaagh to be human. God is not a control freak,
God is not into dictating every detail of your liféod created a world and gave you a place in it,
a world with choices and possibilities and consegas which are relahnd God then simply
said “Follow me. Pick up your cross, follow me,dt@ped by me. I'll go with you, no fear,” God
said. “And we’ll see what happens, we’ll deal withll together. Just let your life be guided and

given shape by Me, and listen,” God says. “On #sé dlay when the time is right, I'll take you



home, just like | promised. Meantime, pick up youwss, and follow Me.”

God is not a control freak. God’s plan undedgiand overarches your choices, it does not
replace, your choices. God’s Plan gives meaningdimedtion to your plans, God’s Plan gives
meaning and direction to your freedom and youroasibility. God’s Plan does not take away
your freedom, or your responsibility. And in thedebest of all, God’s Plan works. My plans,
your plans, our best efforts are hit and miss. Wousome you lose some, that’s life, there are
joys and there are pains. But God’s Plan workggtfaith. That's the promise. The cross, the
empty tomb, the hope of that last great day, GBths works. Jesus wins. And knowing that,
believing that, we can work on our little plans foday and tomorrow too, safe and secure and at
one with our Lord, both now and forever.

May it be so for all of us, in the name of JeGhsist, AMEN.



