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This morning, rather than just focus on one of ®cnipture lessons, | am
instead going to refer to all three of them. Allgl of them—we have
Isaiah, we have Mark, we have James—keep #iehandy, and read them
all over again here, and at home later too; and the he with you.
Let’s pray:
Heavenly Father, you have made good and graciamigpes to those who
put their trust in you. Help us this day, to simpBilieve those promises.
Give us faith, and based on the faith, let us negibto experience a
measure of peace, and hope, and even happindhks. imdst of it all Father,
despite everything that this world dishes out—ifiy@mve us and we have
you, then we have everything; and will forever. Redrus of that now, and
whenever we're feeling down; Jesus in your name EAM

Often on Labor Day weekend, | might say somefima sermon about,
you know, the significance of choosing a career, #melimportance of
getting a job; how the Lord expects us all to wankl work hard and how
He wants to bless the fruits of our labor and sthfdraditional Labor Day
stuff. But with unemployment in Hancock County rumghat 10% and no
relief in sight, that all seems a bit awkward,ihkh 10% unemployment, and
that of course is only counting the people whoaarteof work and still
looking. Add to that figure those who are undereyipll; those who have
jobs but have seen their hours cut, their wagascext] their benefits

trimmed; and those who have simply given up looKorga job and so

aren’t even counted anymore. You get the pictuadkiig about the



Scriptural emphasis on work is kind of tough rigbtv, so on this Labor
Day weekend: Is there another message from the Biblcan share
instead?

Glad you asked. As a matter of fact there avers¢ apt words for us on
this day, all of them found in this morning’s lesso

#1, begin with a word of hope. That's the messafgsaiah 35—hope!

As it is written, Be strong, and do not fear. B@st), do not fear, because
God has you in His care and keeping, and God wtliet you go. God will
come, and save you.

Now Isaiah doesn’t sayhen God will come to save you, I'll give you
that. He doesn’t attempt to disguise how long gimitake, or sugarcoat how
tight things could get in the meantime. Insteadials simply recognizes,
that there are times and seasons in life that@reggo be very hard, for all
of us, and this may be one of them. It may sim@br turn, don’t be
surprised; don’t think or feel God is picking onuydragedies great and
small happen in this'world all the time, to us tee, know that; but no fear.
No fear, because there is a God who sees, and méwsk and who really
does care. A God who also of course, is ultimatelyontrol. The one who
died and rose again beat sin and death and the Hevtan see you through

this world to life everlasting. So yes, He cangee through an iliness, or a



family crisis. He can see you through an addicteyra bad habit; or a bad
choice. He can certainly see you through a rece¢sm You know you
belong to God. You know what God can do, you knakideps His
promises. So be strong, even now, and do not de&yr;hope. For you know
what God has promised, and you know what our Gadloa

Second word today from the Bible, the Gospeddasand the woman who
persisted in pestering Jesus, shersisted, till she got what she wanted. This
Is an interesting text, and it raises more questtban | can even begin to
answer now. But, in our lives today, the exampléhaf woman is kind of a
prod to us, isn't it? In other words, whatevesithat's got you down, don't
just sit there feeling sorry for yourself, lpgrsist, in doing what needs to be
done!Persist, in making the effort. Trust God, fear not, butiarstand that
faith is not a substitute for responsible plannmgmature decision making.
Faith is not a substitute for personal effort aodoantability. “God is
ultimately in control”—a true statement, and nefggget that, you will find
great hope and comfort in knowing that and beligvinBut you have to
understand, it does not mean, you get to quitd@ryin

Now you may have days when you want to quitd&d, and for the record
so did Jesus. Let those days come, and go, andvittethe help of God get

back up and back at it once again, the word of famd Isaiah for us today



is hope. The word of God from the Gospel lessopersist, in doing what is
right; persist, and don’t quit trying. Not todayyaow.

Third word from God, from the epistle of Jam#és,a question really.
What is it you really want in life anyway? Whaitiyou most desire? Is it
money?—Ilisten, says James, money frankly is not wkacracked up to be.
You need money in this world, obviously, and no knews that better than
those who are laid off and unemployed; but lookuatb Is it not the poor in
this world who most often are rich in faith? Andtisot the case that those
rich in things, often find the stuff getting in thay of faith? Haven't we
seen that, in our own lives? If you want a closalkwvith the Lord and, we
say that here all the time. But if you want a ctogalk with the Lord then
do you suppose it's possible. That tough econommieg or some other crisis
in life. Is maybe God’s way of taking you up on‘i¥du want a closer walk
with me?” says the Lord. “Well here’s your chan€ak chips are down, so
come learn to rely on:me like you've always said yanted to! Come learn
to rely onme today—not on the money, not on the 401k, rely amyme!—
let these tough times,” God says, “be the stasbafething better by far.”

So, to anyone living through difficult days, aomically or otherwise, the
word of God for us is #1, Hope. #2, Persist. #3yRa the Lord, for daily

bread yes. But also for that which is better by Aard above all. The



Word of God for us is and always will be Jesus §thHlis Son our Savior,
who died on a cross to forgive our sins and wha tlese from the dead to
save us. The word of God is love and mercy aneHli full and free,

starting now, lasting forever—may you hear thatdyand be lifted by it in
good times certainly. But may you be lifted everrenan times like these.

And it is in the name of Jesus Christ that waeypAMEN.



