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Good Hope Lutheran Church

Mark 8: 34

From the Gospel of Mark, chapter 8, this is verse 3

Jesus called the crowd together and said, If anyla@hts to become my
disciple. Let him deny himself, pick up his crogsgd follow me.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, grant to us the severe mercy of thesckor each one here
today, point out to us your chosen path, and eveervthat path seems
contrary to everything we think we want or need+-i$ whatyou want,
give us the faith and strength to follow, knowihgttat last you will lead us
to a kingdom that has no end. Lord Jesus grantcusss, that at length we
may behold the empty tomb. In your name we prayEAM

For a variety of reasons, which some of you @esican guess, I've found
myself lately thinking back to my days as a senyirsindent. Seminargf
course is a unique kind of graduate school, wheeestudies to prepare for
a career in ministry; and | was in one, in Chicagstudent there in the mid
1980’s. Ancient history, | realize.

Anyway, for those seeking to enter the ministing, words of Jesus today
in Mark chapter 8 have a special kind of force yttu want to be my
disciple,” Jesus said. “If this is really what yoeilooking for in life, this
Christianity thing. Then let’s be clear. You hawedeny yourself, pick up
your cross, follow me, there is no other way. Thieneo short cut, there’s no

phoning it in. No lame excuses that you pretendedmw are reasons. No, if

this is what you want, this Christianity thing. Theeny yourself, pick up



your cross, follow me.” Now | do believe this veeggplies to all Christians
equally—you want to be a disciple? You watarnal life in heaven? Well
then here’s what it's about on earth, no excuses-wibrds of Jesus apply to
all of us, understand that. But obviously thoselitug in seminary have
heard these words of Jesus in a special sort ofvadlyerwise, what are we
doing in seminary, if you, see what | mean.

Well, to the point. My friends and | back thatked about the meaning of
this verse in our personal lives, many times in.fAad we imagined what
crosses were out there waiting for us, what hapdsive young pastors
would have to bear for Jesus in this world. Thatmght phone call from
the hospital, we must rush to the side of a dyiegnimer. That agonizing
counseling session, where a couple struggles tmode and rebuild. We
wondered a lot about crosses in those days—andremméehe ones we
imagined always had a made-for-television look alleem, high drama.
High drama, we were. Naive. As graduation from samyi draws near, the
church begins assigning students to different gdrtise country—not to
specific congregations yet, just parts of the coyrand the church tries to
nice about this. You're from western PA? Well, maylou wouldn’t mind
the Cleveland area; and so forth. But sooner er.|&ooner or later

someone has to be assigned to North Dakota. Naaveaynd it, someone



has to go to North Dakota, faithful folks out theireey need pastors too.
Only nobody wanted to. Nobody wanted to go thdresé who were asked,
declined. All that talk about carrying a cross Jesus, enduring hardships
for the Lord, well here’s one for you young past®hy not Minot, try
North Dakota on for size. No. No thank you.

By the way | was not asked to go to North Dakbtar good or ill I've
always gone where they sent me, even if | privadelyhave a few
guestions—why | even went to northwest Ohio whay thsked me to. We
smile but, my 80 year old mom lives alone in Kans&mve questions.

But the cross. And, crosses in our lives perbprase learned a few
things anyway. Crosses are seldom dramatic, alyddibve't make for very
interesting TV. They’re very common, crosses ataally everyday
occurrences, so common in fact; we hardly notice glib we are about,
ignoring them? Yeah? And one, helpful way of idigntig the crosses in
your life. One rule of thumb. They are almost ala/#lye exact opposite, of
what it is you want personally. Tell me what iymu personally think
sounds fun and easy in your life right now; anadvda very good chance of
telling you what the crosses are in your life rightv, cause they’d be the
opposite. Sorry, they’d be the opposite.

Fun and easy to gossip. Awkward and inconvemenhjust to walk away



from the chatter, but to put an end to it. Fun easly to spend time and
money on self, awkward and inconvenient to notiweryeighbor in need
and to actually take the time and make the effiott §pend the money, to
help. Fun and easy to fill your mind with the latgarbage entertainment,
awkward and inconvenient to be the one who comebueoch, or who sits
down alone with an open Bible. Fun and easy toegi@h baby, fun and
easy to gripe. Fun and easy to lament the stateeokorld and how sad
things are anymore, awkward and inconvenient t& indhe mirror and to
reflect on the example you're setting for your ostniidren, or how you are
helping your own community. Fun and easy to thib&uw problems in the
world you have absolutely no opportunity to solekward and
inconvenient to work on the problems, right undemryown nose, and
within your own household, and here’s the thingutlaoosses. They are
awkward, and inconvenient. They are expensivermgef your days, and
your dollars, and your dreams. They can be expensiterms of your
friendships, and they offer no instant gratificatto anybody, and there’s
usually very little sense that anything has chargyeghyone has noticed or
anybody even cares, crosses are kind of lonelywtbagf and they’re right
there! In front of you everyday!

And when you pick up the cross at last, all getwith it is Jesus. That's



it, that’s all, crosses come with the promise @&stds and His love,” and
that’s pretty much it. And if havingnly Jesus doesn’t sound like much fun
on earth—what about heaven sounds good to you?d&/lypu want to go
to heaven so bad, don’t you know that’s what heas/®n-the presence of
Jesus, the presence of Jesus, not a vacation aotu®sky, just Jesus! If
we can’t be happy with just Jesus on earth, | wosdmetimes why we're
looking forward to heaven so much, cause that'schlig what heaven is—
Jesus, just Jesus, and the fellowship of all ot have given up
everything else, to just have Jesus too.

Well anyway, pick up your cross Jesus said,falhow me. It's not
sadism, but it's not for sissies either. As | fiestirned in seminary the cross
is not a day dream, it is a daily reality. It i4an abstraction, it is a series of
concrete choices each day, with actual consequeAndshe cross is not
simply the path to heaven. It is not simply thehgatheaven, the cross is
instead what heaven looks like on earth—the cro#sat moment by His
grace you can let go of everything else, and haoltbalesus, just Jesus; and
it's enough. It’s more than enough. It's the Kingdof God.

May we by His grace find ourselves in that Kingd—today, and
everyday, for all eternity. And may we find it te more than enough. In the

name of Jesus Christ we pray, AMEN.



