Pentecost 19, 2009

Good Hope Lutheran Church

This is the annual stewardship sermon, so you know.

Maybe we better begin with prayer.

Heavenly Father, you give us all those good thimg<all our own, and we
thank you. On this day we pray for only one moife-ggrateful hearts. Lord
give us grateful hearts, free us from fear anduslfaith. Take us and shape
us and make us your own, in the name of Jesust@wipray, AMEN.

Here in the church, the word stewardshiifen seems to be a polite, stain
glass synonym for money—as if what we really wartitk about here is
filling the plate each week, but we’re too embaseaisto come right out and
say so. Wrong. Wrong on both counts, actually. Stdship_isnoney,

stewardship i®eing generous with your offerings and I’'m not ambassed

to say that, first of all. And second, stewardskipmoney but more than

money—stewardship is all of life, lived in response lte 1God who died and
rose again to save you. Again, stewardship isfalllived for Him, now if it
was_onlymoney, it'd actually be easier, right? If it wagdyomoney you
could write the Lord a check for 50 bucks and ddgy, take it and please
pay no attention to how | acted at the game laglmight, nothing
personal.” Doesn’t work that way. God isn't aftemy money, God is after

you. The Lord doesn’t want your wallet, He wantsiylife, now your wallet



is part of the package. You are called to financisdience as surely as you
are called to honesty in speech and fidelity inrrage and integrity in the
workplace and so on, money is partlié package. But only a part.

So here’s the plan today. Stewardship isfa@llived in response to the
God who died and rose again for you but for nowar only focus on three
points: Time, money; the heart. Time, money; therkewe start with time.

| don’t care if you've been a Christian 8 mirsiter 80 years. It does not
matter if you are new to this congregation, orafigancestors came over on
the Famous Dove. Age, wealth, family status, ddesatter, fact is,
everyone here has 7 days a week, 24 hours a dagn 8ays a week, 24
hours a day, now how do you use your time? What aft is actually
important to you? I've told you this before, | $&at shaving when | was 15
years old. Didn’t need to really, sort of felt lefit, | started shaving when |
was 15. Shaving takes me 5 minutes a day. Fivetesrauday, that's about
a half an hour a week, 26 hours more than onal&ylla year—shaving! If |
live to be 75, that's two months of my life, shaylitGood use of time? Well,
I've seen myself-with a beard, | kind of look likgpeach with an attitude
problem; so for me, yes, it's a good and properaigene. Children, two to
three hours a day, watching TV? Add it up. Thake I7 years, in front of

the tube. Anybody on their deathbed ever said 10imly | had time for



one more episode of CSI Miami”? | don’t think so.

Time is not just a part of life, time life. And your time_your lifereally
does not belong to you, does it? Does it? No,ldargs to the God who
made you, it belongs to the God who died and rgaéhdo save you, Jesus
Christ is His name! Your time, your life, it's Hmow, right?

So how would God have you spend your time, tima¢ really is His after
all, well the Bible has a few pointers. I'll simpligt them:

One, worship. Remember the Sabbath day andikbely. A
commandment, after all.

Two, Bible study. 2 Timothy 3, “All Scripture isspired by God and is
useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, eating faults, and giving
instruction in right living,” how are we ever going find the destination, if
we never look at the map? Why are we surprised whieryoung people
lose their way, if we’ve never insisted on showingm?

So one worship, two Bible study, and three servidelping others.
Getting outside of ourselves and overcoming owrctahce, overcoming our
embarrassment; overcoming our merely good intestiordlo what ought to
be done for neighbors, and for a world in needt @swritten in Galatians 6
verse 9, “let us not grow weary in doing what ghti For if we do not give

up,” it says, “the day will come when we reap tlaeviest.”



And so on, | could go on for a while, I'm afrdidon’t have—the time.
But we do have time, all of us, for whatever wekhis important; and
nothing says more about us than how we use our tviecbelong to Jesus
now, so worship, Bible study, acts of service analeach day—that's how
we as the people of God, are called to spend it a@if our lives.

But more than time, stewardship is also monéi& how listen. If you are
new to Christ. If you are new to this congregatibinen you have my
permission to pass on the money part. God wantsnatyjust your wallet;
this church wants you, and not just your wallet. &/&ood Hope are
current on all our financial obligations, so anytmand new today need not
feel burdened by the electric bill, ok? But | shista smile. I'm grinning,
because | believe if you give God the chance, Hliemave you in your life
of faith, to the point where you wattt give. Those new to faith—worship,
study, give God a chance, let Him deal with yoig #ind show you the
way—trust me, sooner or later your wallet velime along for the ride.
Veteran members however. Those who know Good Hopedr church
home. If after all these years you are not to thiatghat you sense God'’s
call extending to your financial life, when are ygaoing to get there? If by
now you are not excited about sharing the Good N&w&od with children

and grandchildren and community—what’s it goingatee? If by now you



are not burdened by the poor and the hungry ofcthisity and this world—
when will you be? The call of God extends to ydueak book too, and you

know that. You know tha#\nd, the question is not, Does the church need

money?—I'm not asking you to give because of sooneaf budget crunch.
The question is, Do you want to grow spiritually@ ¥u want to mature in
faith? Do you sense an opportunity from God, fanrgelf and for the
world? Then you need to learn generosity, you nedearn to rely on the
Lord—and that means learning to give, and givelytee

So stewardship is time, it is money, it is #@é# given over to the Lord.
And it is the heart. The heart, the rich young nmatoday’s Gospel, he had
all the commandments right, and he was probably eMétle generous too.
Where was his heart? Well, not with God, as it$uyat. For all of us,
there’s something—for this young man obviously &swnoney, but for all
of us there’s something—some grief some habit siining blocking our
hearts and keeping us from the Lord. Stewardshifth-as giving that to
Him too, and trusting Him to deal with it. The owbo overcame sin and
death and the grave, can overcome your guilt and ygmorse. He can deal
with your sin, or your simple awkward self-cons@nass: Whatever
obstacle in your life, it's not bigger than the tostone He moved away on

Easter! Put yourself in His hands, starting witl tleart—things like time



and money don’t seem so challenging, when onckehe belongs to Him.

As | pray it will this day for all of us, in Jesusame, AMEN.



