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Again from the Gospel of John, this is how chafitetarts out:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wak @ibd, and the Word
was God.
The Lord be with you. And let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Word of God madshflgou were there
before the beginning and you shall endure long #fteend. You are with
us now, in love and in power, to forgive us anddguis and direct us, this
day and every day. Be for us all that you have @sed) and make us into
what you desire; Lord Jesus it is in your name elkbrat we pray, AMEN.
Let me begin this morning by talking about comeps. This won't take
long because | really don’t know much about comyt® be honest. | can
send e-mails and play Free Cell and that's abpbtitlet’s talk about the
silly things anyway, let’'s suppose. Let's suppds# {you were sitting at a
computer, merrily typing away on the key boardeeng all kinds of data.
All kinds of information, you were typing away apdtting it all into the
computer’s memory. Well, you could hit the printton, and have the
computer simply burp the information right backati, but that’s really not
very helpful. | mean if all you wanted was informaton paper, you don'’t
need a computer for that, an old fashioned typewwiuld be enough. No,

what the computer can do, besidesinginformation, is tasortit. Ok?

Sorting information, in other words you could erd#rthis data into the



computer’s memory, then have someone like Jac&zan or Chris come
along andprogramthe computer, get it to separate information into
whatever categories you want. Sort the informatiemputer, and show me
the names of young people currently in colleget 8@ information
computer, and show me stores in which | can fiedréain product, on sale
at a certain price. Whatever. It's not just stornimgrmation, it's the ability
to sortinformation, to categorize it and link it togethiemew hopefully
helpful ways—that’'s what you get in a computer.

Ok, fine, now think of your own mind, as the qarter. Your mind, your
heart—every day, information is entered via thegt&eyboard of Life,”
so to speak. Every experience you have, includirggane right now—the
sights the sounds the feelings the impressioad, giets recorded. It all gets
stored some place in your memory—here. Here. Stgsackd, fine, how do
you sort it? How do you separate the informatiaw ldo link it back
together again, how does your heart and mind perthe experiences of
your life and make sense of them all; how do yanthise them? In short,
what kind of a “program” are you running, anyway.

One very common “program” that people use igledt What's in it for
me? What's in it for me, if | had a patent on thiee I'd be richer than Bill

Gates, all the experiences in lifaH-the experiences in life, graded and



sorted and utilized based on what | get from thens@nally. And if
somethingdoesn’tget me anything—if someon&n’t useful to me
somehow—there’s an automatic delete key, file ‘erthe trash. What
matters—all that matters—is me. So if there’s gmeeience that will make
memoney. If there’s a person | can use to maledappy. If there’s a trick |
can use to makeelook goodthat gets remembered, that gets sorted and
saved, right here you are. A very common albeftstefprogram” we run

all the time—what’s in it for me.

Another program we run, similar to the previong maybe—How can |
get back at you? How can | get back at you, thisgpam” allows me to
remember people I'm mad at, and why I’'m mad at thema what their
vulnerable points are so | can hurt them the samethey hurt me, and you
know? Kind of interesting. Husbands and wives tgegrogram on each
other all the time. What fun that must be. So dis kn the lunchroom at
school, and people working in the same office bnge—How can | get back
at you, man all the juicy little details we canlput. All the mean little
ideas, they're all right there when you run thisgram, guaranteed!

And so on, there are others, all available o yoone great big download
known as Sin. Sin is the way | have of taking ldad making it all about

me. Sin is the way we have of sorting and gradewpje, using some and



simply deleting others, all because we’re just lnglout for #1. Sin is the
way we have of picking and choosing responsesherst never based on
what this person may need but always and only aat Wthink | want, sin is
a very selfish program, but very popular—just l@dlall the people who use
it, all the time. Us too?

Now when the Gospel describes Jesus as The Wandhe beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and thedM@s God, and the
Word became flesh and blood and dwelt among us"-rAvthe Gospel
describes Jesus as The Word, you should knowstlaigerm taken over
from Greek philosophy. Guys in togas who knew desa about
computers than | do—so to bring the term up to.dAtieen the Gospel says
that Jesus is The Word. What it's saying. JestiseidMeaning of Life.

No fooling! Jesus is, the Meaning of Life! Jesyshe program God gives
us to make sense, of life. Jesus, His cross, Hyetomb, that's what God
has now given us to understand the world; it's henare to interpret life
and life’s experiences; indeed, it's how we arévelife! Everything now
looked at through Jesus Christ, everything now séeeough His cross and
empty tomb.

So, how do | handle today? How should | reagioiw? What do | do about

my own selfish wants when they put me in conflidhwou? What about



my anger, or my resentment, what about my death,dwl handle that
one? Let God download the Jesus program, let Gatt flhrist, here. Here.
Let God now teach you to look at life and death ewerything in between
through Christ, His cross, His empty tomb, everymaat—through Him.
Every momentfor Him. Jesus is forgiveness for your sin—the paituh y
might say, fixing what you've done wrong, but enbuwgth the computer
analogy—Jesus is God forgiving you your past s&s, indeed; but more.
Jesus is the meaning of life, today. He is a new efdife for tomorrow, a
new way of responding to the people around yowedbas His love and
mercy this time, not your greed or petty angertdrisThe one who
designed the “computer,” knows the best programimo The One who
created the world, knows what life means. The Ohe died and rose again
can make sense of your life too, and guide youuinat, to a Kingdom still
to come. Let Him. Let Him, and may this be the daythe name of Jesus

Christ, AMEN.



