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| Corinthians 12: 21

St Paul to the Corinthians, chapter 12. “The eymogsay to the hand, |

have no need of you. Nor can the head say to #ielfeave no need of

you.”

The Word of God. And we pray:

Heavenly Father, every single day we seem to tiwalcan make it alone,

and every single day we find that we are wrong.n#%ed you, we need each

other, forgive us the pride that says we do nal,taach us to love and

cherish the people around us, the way you lovecaedsh us. And we lift

this prayer, trusting in the name of Jesus who dretirose again, AMEN.
“I have, no need of you.” Do you think it's pdds to find words, any

meaner than these? If we tried, really really hacdutd we find anything

nastier to say than, “lI have no need of you”? Weesmhember junior high

and high school, the kinds of soap operas thatqlayn the lunch room

every single day. Every single day, somebody’sdcisilthe target of gossip,

or is the butt of a joke, or is cut from a teamisomot invited to a party,

or is told in some way by some body, “I have nochekyou,” every single

day! And it's devastating. To those of you who yweng now, just as an

aside Whenit is your turn to be told “I have no need of yoand it will be

from time to time Whenit’s your turn to hear that, hang in there, haaiéhf

look to Jesus for help. And remember what it féikls Remember what it

feels like to be told “I have no need of you,” andke sure yoneversay



that, to someone else.

“I have no need of you,” there are other exasplethis sort of
unkindness and they’re easy to find, what afteisadb crushing about
losing your job? Huh? Is it just the money? | ddahibk so. Money matters
of course, but the real pain is that you take pindgur work, you make
sacrifices for your job, you do your very best edaly just to be told “We
have no need of you”? You can always retool yobrgkills, but how are
you supposed to retool your spirit?

And why do we all dread living in a nursing hoseemuch? Why do we
dread the nursing home, are that we much in fedeath? Are we that
alarmed by the physical discomforts of our latearg®@ No. Rather we know,
that after a lifetime of giving going doing, for teelive in a nursing home
means that the world, no longer has need of me. Many times have |
heard folks in the nursing home say exactly thathat am | still doing in
this world? I'm not good for anything anymore.” Tisavhat hurts about
this last stage of life, a world that seems todygrg, | have no need of you.

In the Bible, our lesson for today. In the BisePaul had quite a church
in Corinth, these were Christian peogDristian peoplavho made a habit
of saying to each other, | have no need of youy Mmauld bicker with each

other and take sides against one another and odeawould always claim to



be doing the Lord’s will the whole time; and théey would end the little
spat by coming out and saying in plain Greek, “tight and | don’t need
you, there’s the door!” They'd say that! So Pauhw® great lengths in the
letter we know as First Corinthians to ask thenst of all, Are you serious?
| mean it's bad enough when the wosklys to us, | have no need of you—
but when in our pride and in our anger we say tihaach other, are you
serious? And do you not remember, says Paul, thatye a Body? Don’t
you know you are in fact the very Body of Chrise all belong to Jesus
who died and rose again and therefore we also gatorach other; and we
need each other! God made it so! How then can wehsav can we imply
to anyone, | have no need of you?

And we do, imply that, many times and many wadysior High students.
You want to be popular with this group here, ok, Wwhat does that mean
about this person here? To be popular here, ddvgwea to be mean here?
Do you? For the sake of your own popularity andrymace in the group are
you really willing to say to this person here, /eano need of you? Adults,
when you argue, with a friend, or with your spousign’t care what the
subject is; when you argue. What are you saying?Présaying “I'm right.
I’m right, and I'd rather be right and take a chaen offending you and

damaging our relationship, maybe forever, I'd rathe right—than keep



you as a friend. I'd rather be right—than swallawne pride and admit |
might be wrong, I'd rather be right than worry abour relationship.”
That's what we say every time we argue. Is thattwdeamean to say? Is
that, what we really want?

And churches. Let’s keep this easy and justlisatyover the years, we've
fallen into some patterns, ways we like to do teirlgworks for us, and God
hasn’t objected at least not that | know of, sofwie. But what about people
out there, people who have not heard the Good Néwssus Christ? What
about trying to welcome them in? Can we do anytliifigrent for their
sake? Are we willing to? Or are we basically hagygyway things are, and
if folks out there don’t want to adapt to us, weéljuess we really had no
need of them anyway.

And then there’s our relationship with God. Wisagin, what is sin except
us saying to God Himself, | have no need of you€afi do this alone,
you've been God for a long time and you’ve donelnK,| think | can
handle it from here on out, thanks anyway Big GUyhat's exactly what
Adam and Eve said as they bit into the apple; shextactly what we say too,
every time we disregard the word the will of Gour own lives, and go
off on our merry way. Eventually you'd think we’'ddrn, and maybe we do

here; but here, where habits dwell, we still ligghink and act as though we



really did not need God, and we do so every day.

But, you know, turns out we do need God—for &fel breath. For home
and family. For forgiveness, and rebirth, and tbpehof a place in heaven,
we need God for all of that, and more. And hereéskicker. Get this, says
St. Paul, here’s the Gospel. God needs you. Gadsna®ri, and God is not
afraid or embarrassed to admit it. God needs youljke | need a vacation
or we both need food, rather God needs you theamgyoving Father needs
His child. God loves you, His heart aches for youe’sHight about your sin
of course and He’s been right all along, Hetdoesn’t want to just be right
He wants you! And He would never dream of sayingaVe no need of
you"—instead God said and did just the oppositsugelied on the cross for
you, meaning that Jesus would rather let go ofadis pride and dignity
than let go of you. He would rather let go of Higrdife, than let go of you!
That's how much He wants and needs you, more thsuwowh life! He
didn’t send you away then, when it meant a crogshabn’t sent you away
today and He won’t tomorrow either. Whatever theld/may say or do to
you, whatever you may hear from others, Jesus wdtbahd rose again for
you will keep on saying, You are wanted here. Youreeeded and loved.
And you will be forever.

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, AMEN.



