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John 12

Grace mercy and peace be multiplied among younathe knowledge of
God, and of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, AMEN.

The question, is a good one, and it's somethiagught to think about. A
woman named Mary has just poured a thousand deliarth of perfume on
the feet of Jesus, she just poured it there antrah everywhere! Oh it was
a nice gesture and everything, and I'm sure itgetid on the Lord’s tired
tootsies—but a thousand dollars worth of perfume®you serious? What's
going on here, says Judas. Why wasn’t this monegngio the poor?

Now the Gospel hastens to add that Judas midllgot care about the
poor. He was a thief, and had gotten into the hafleimbezzling from “the
common purse,” it says—which tells us | supposat ¢éven in a church we
need to follow standard accounting practices aadelan audit once in a
while—ok, fine. But, really not the point of theskon. Judas’ original
guestion still stands, and it's a good one, somgtfor us to think about—
why wasn’tthis money given to the poor? Why was this extgaw gesture
on Mary’s part, somehow the right thing to do?

Let’s start with the obvious: Monefouldbe given to the poor. Aid

shouldbe rendered to persons in need, that's part of yession as an



individual Christian, and it is certainly part diet mission of the Church as a
whole. I've mentioned this in a sermon before—ia Bible there are over
2000 verses, 2000 verses that instruct us to stizsewe have with those
around us. Giving to the poor is therefore not séttte “oh by the way”

that God slipped into Scripture, we can get tohenever we feel like it—
no. It is central, it is fundamental to the wordl amill of God for our lives:
Help the poor. Feed the hungry. Now plainly sontecaganizations are
more efficient at this than others, and sqoer peopleare maybe more
likely to make good use of a helping hand, tharishso we are allowed to
render due diligence when it comes to where to giwvebenevolence
dollars. But we have to give benevolence dollal&ats not an option. Judas
Is not wrong, and we know it, so did Jesus andvbi@an named Mary—
give to the poor.

But more fundamental than giving money to therp® giving your heart
to Jesus—and that's what we see in the woman nahaeg that's what we
miss in Judas. There is no escaping the fact ieaBible challenges us in
our daily stewardship, there’s no escaping thetfeattthe Gospel has social
implications—but the Gospel is not a social mandek’s not a blueprint
for a human utopia. It is first and foremost thagof salvation, for you and

for all people. It's the Good News of how the SdiGGod Himself came



down from heaven to suffer and die on a crossrgife you your sins, and
how He then rose from the dead to open for yowidne of everlasting life.
It's this Good News that grasped hold of Mary tti@y—sins forgiven, guilt
and remorse lifted; bad old habits broken, persoglationships renewed;
death defeated, life everlasting now opened uprbsfou, that's the Good
News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That's whablged hold of Mary,
that's what came to her at the dinner party thgt dad it changed her life.
With the perfume she poured out on the Lord’s &t everywhere, Mary
poured out her heart as well, “All for you JesuB.fér you.” Judas | think
missed that part, and sometimes so do we. Stafar @ohymn, sit down for
a sermon, drop a few bucks in the plate and go hehes we’'re done—
Judas missed the part about the heart being wstisJand sometimes, so do
we.

So yes, Mary’s gesture was good, it was hertheging poured out there
with the perfume so yes it was God-pleasing toa Feally, in the long run
it was not all that bad for the poor, either. | méfaink about it: To do what
Judas suggested, you would have sold the perfumnsed a thousand bucks,
and given it to a soup kitchen—that’s nice. Itreslly. But it's a token. A
good-sized token, I'll grant you that, but a tokand they get used up. But

Mary’s is the gift that keeps on giving. You sed&en Jesus gives you His



heart, and you give Him yours in return: Well whethatever used up?
The heart is not a token, when does the heartraneout of love, when does
the person who belongs to Jesus ever run out opassion? Ever? | mean,
anybody can give a few dollars to the poor once while. and they do, it's
wonderful, but. Jesus Christ poured out His hearu$, He poured out His
lifel—that’s not a token, that’s not a nice gifatreventually gets used up—
He gave everything we need now and forever! The thidt keeps on giving
for all eternity, that's Jesus Christ. And in respe, when that Good News
of God grabs hold of us, we pour out our heartslamed for Him and for
His people and when you do that—you’re not goingecatisfied with
tokenism anymore. You're not going to drop a fewksuin the plate and
call it a day. Instead, walking in the footstepses$us, you'll learn at last to
give and try and help, then give and try and helpesmore, whatever it
takes as long as it takes—because that’'s what yesid do. Bottom line,
in the long run, | think people in need back thehaymuch better deal from
Mary, whose life was changed, then they ever wbake from Judas, who
merely wanted to write a check.

Well. Judas would have given money that dayheuplanned on keeping
his heart for himself. Judas would have been nmwar happy with making a

generous donation—and he would have stopped ihgh¢t Judas you see



was not about to get carried away. Mary, got cdraway. She offered Jesus
her heart and with her heart, she offered evergthtter whole life for the
Lord, and the Lord’s people, she got carried anerghAnd she could

afford to get carried away like that, because she knawJisus, got carried
away for her—He was carried away on a cross, afteHe was carried

away to a tomb. Jesus got carried away for hekjay knew she could
afford to get carried away for Him, and for His pn And so can

we. Not tokens only, but the heart, given to Jesubspoured out for Him,

the one who poured out His life for us. In His nameepray, AMEN.



