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John 10: 22 - 25

We are today in the Gospel of John, chapter 1@rg which takes place by
the way, just a couple of monthefore Palm Sunday and Easter, if that
helps at all with your Bible time line. And we doeking in particular at
verse 24, where the people say to Jesus, If yothar®ne. If you are the
Messiah, the Savior, the Son of God. Tell us pjainl

The Word of God. And we pray:

Father in heaven you sent your Son Jesus, who idsnand deeds
proclaimed your Kingdom, and made known your salavg. Open our
eyes to see, open our hearts to believe. Let $ke@ tiord Jesus come and
dwell within us. Make us your servants now, andi§itat last for a place in
heaven; in the name of Jesus we pray, AMEN.

It was the Festival of the Dedication of the Ppéerin Jerusalem.
Otherwise known as, Hanukkah? Yeah? Jesus wawmttat day, He was
strolling through the Temple precinct with all thiger pilgrims and tourists.
Now Jesus had by this point in His life alreadyssaliquite a stir, He'd
developed a reputation as a teacher and preactievaker of miracles. He
was someone the crowds had started whispering ahewué was a certain
buzz about Him. So it happened that long ago wiati&rnoon in Jerusalem,
that Jesus got spotted by the paparazzi. The lti#eva Action News team
closed in for an interview, Tell us Jesus, theyl.sAre you The One? Are

you the Messiah, the Savior, the one sent to Usdi; is it you? Inquiring

minds want to know, the public has a right to hesrus Jesus and tell us



plainly—are you The One? Are you the Savior.

Now on the surface anyway, the questions bdéirgun at Jesus were
entirely reasonable. | mean after all, this is g/ \waportant subject here,
this is literally a matter of life and death— mah@n that even, it's a matter
of our eternal salvation! If Jesus is The One. \&fidp follow Him. If Jesus
is The One, the Son of God sent to forgive us aad bs and rescue us from
sin and death, well we need to know that, we needdpond somehow, our
very souls depend on it! On the other hand. If désjust another fad
preacher with a little cult following, well we nes&alknow that too. We need
to forget about Him and just, move on. So on théase, this is not an
unreasonable set of questions. Jesus, are you i@ s or no, please,
make it plain.

Trouble is, that beneath this “reasonable” sigrfavhat we have here in
the Gospel lesson is a case of people maybe notgaywhole lot of
attention? Or, people paying attention, maybejusitbeing unwilling and
unable to follow through, being unwilling unabledommit. “Give us a sign
Jesus,” they said. “Tell us about yourself,” thaydsWell this is what,
chapter 10 in the Gospel? What do you suppose desuseen doing for the
last 9 chapters, huh? Read the book sometime—bydint in the story

Jesus has changed water into wine. He’s fed thé &@b a single sack



lunch, He’s walked on water, He’s healed the siut st a short time
earlier right there in Jerusalem, He’d given sitgha blind man. There were
witnesses to that one, by the way, the Pharisakmiastigated it, it was
front page news for a week, “Jesus of Nazarethsgsight to man born
blind!” What, had the paparazzi missed it? Had thisous crowd in chapter
10, already forgotten about what happened in ch&gte

“Tell us Jesus,” the crowds demanded. “Use words, makaim who you
are.” Again, take a look in the book, what had 3esaid about Himself to
this point? Hadn’t He in fact madewtry plain? Chapter 6, | am the Bread
of Life. Chapter 8, | am the Light of the world.rit@r in chapter 10, | am
the Good Shepherd of the sheep. And so on, in,dham The One, sent by
God, | am The One— could He make it any plainerPtiey did not hear.
They did not see. They didn’t believe, they didniist, they didn’t yield to
Him. And they didn’t follow.

What's it going to take for these people, infdohapter 10, what would be
enough, huh? More to the point, what'’s it goingatke for you? What do
you need to see in your life, what do you needetar-h-what would it take
to getyou to trust Jesus, and follow Jesus, and yield taiatrol of your life
to Jesus, what would it take? Do you need to sae wiowhat life looks like

whenyou try to be on control? Do you need to mess up watlr family



again, do you need to cave in to the same old &trops and deal with the
same old consequences? Do you need to spend asl@bpless night
worrying about fixing the future, or repairing thast, or doing something
else that’s totally beyond your control, do youahé® see what that kind of
stress does to you again? Or are you ready tgiwstt all to Jesus, and
trust Him with it.

And what do you need to skem Jesus? What does He need to do to win
your faith and earn your affection? Is the cross empty tomb enough for
you, or do you need a 10% per annum return on \RAbefore you'll
believe. Is the cross and empty tomb enough, os til@ehave to work out
just exactly so for yourself and your children biefgou’re convinced. What
are you looking for from God anyway, and is it pbs—it’s right there in
front of you, right now? What the crowds were loukior in John 10—He
was right there in front of them! Could it be, tistday, it's that obvious for
you too?

Here’s the thing. We hear the Gospel story, e into the Jesus thing,
we think maybe tomorrow. Maybe next week. Somerdihee. But the
Good News is, Jesus took one look at you, and tleevkight away. One
look at you, He was convinced, He was sure, yowagrerson He would die

to save. You are a person He would carry a crassdnd He did'—no



hesitation, no holding back, no regrets. The Lasud has seen your deeds
and heard your words and is a witness to youitiyténd without hesitating
He decided—you are one He intends to save. Hisw@asgestrong enough to
overcome death and the grave for you. May thishbalay His love is also
strong enough to overcome—whatever it is, thatldihg you back.

And it is in the name of Jesus Christ we praylEN.



