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The words of Jesus, in John chapter 17. Actudilgptayerof Jesus in John
17, that last lonely night in the garden of Gethaeen Father, He prayed,
may those who believe in me be one, so that thé&woeay know you sent
me.

In the name of Jesus Christ, AMEN.

It was late Thursday night, and Jesus and KHi@gles had gone as they
often did, to a little roadside park on the outiskaf Jerusalem, a place
called the Garden of Gethsemane. The disciples tiveck they kept falling
asleep. Jesus, He was wide awake, how ddeldossibly sleep?—knowing
as He did, that His crucifixion was only hours awapd there, in the
Garden, alone, in the very shadow of the crossisjesayed to God the
Father in heaven.

Now, time out for a second. If | knew | was abtmube crucified, I'd pray
too—and so would you. We’'d pray our socks off, @etlme out of here.
God, help me escape. God, pick someone else Gddleloiis happen to
me, of course we’'d pray. We’d pray the way we alsvdy when things get
tough. We’d pray for a miracle, we'd ask to be vegstsomehow, bottom

line—we’d pray for ourselves.

Jesus prayed, but notice what He prayed for.Hwiself, but us. Not



Himself, but us, hard as the cross was Jesus epai@d for it. He was
ready to fulfill God’s eternal plan, He was detaned to die to forgive us
that He might then be raised from the dead to sayé&e cross was there
waiting and Jesus was ready; He didn’t blink. lct,fan His prayers, He'd
already movedbeyondthe cross to His disciples, beyond them evenlto al
those who would ever believe in Him including ug, ptayed that we may
be one. Unified, together, one, why? So that thddvoay know. So that
the world might believe.

Well, that was the prayer of Jesus and it jogtsgo show you sometimes,
even if you're Jesus, the answer you get to pragétp.

Christians have argued with each other frongttego, and some of the
arguments in hindsight—well, it's hard to beliewveople got worked up over
this stuff. But they did. When to celebrate Egstdren even if to celebrate
Christmas. How much water to use in Baptism, wioeget Baptized, where
is Jesus in the bread and when and how did Hhget? What about stain
glass, what about robes; what about music? Yeary@ars ago people got
mad and left, and churches split, when that vecylse instrument the pipe
organ was introduced to Christian worship—now tbegét mad and leave
if the organ was gone. Look up and down the streaty town in America.

Steeples on every corner. Well, ok, nice that pebple churches to go to,



but what does that say about us? What does thattsay the prayer of
Jesus? Division in the church everywhere, so ewouire Jesus—I guess
sometimes your prayer, gets answered with a No.

A couple of questions, I'd like us to consida@stmorning, #1. Why
should I care? Why is this an issue? Ok, we hgseocaie book full of
churches, but is that really a problem? | meanhawee different opinions
about stain glass and communion and all the rasfipd®one seems real mad
about it anymore, don’t we have other problems aoryvabout, bigger than
this one? Well, ok, but—Jesus wants us to be usi@iehow, He prayed it
there in the Garden, it's like His last will andtement. Seems to me we
ought to take it seriously. And what's more, Heltot that's the way to win.
Like a coach at halftime, Boys, if you want to s football game you
have to play as a team, so also Jesus—You wantue this world’s
problems? You want to feed the hungry, care foistbl, save the lost and
bring souls to heaven? You want to see your graisdki heaven? Well
then, you have to play as a team. “May they be”d#he said in verse 23,
“that the world may know.” So all those other pebk out there, so big and
seemingly so more important? Maybe oneness in Clyithe key to
addressing them—a key that has been hidden in gigint.

So ok, unity in Christ is important, so whytiso difficult? That's easy.



Everybody always has to be rigiitehave to be right, we have to win—the
first sin in that other garden, the garden of Edeas the sin of pride. It's
still with us today. Look at your family, look abyr community, look at this
world: If we honestly understood humility, and abpkactice it for the sake
of the common good, how many problems would therkefi to solve?
Overcome yourself. With the help of God overcomenymride, overcome
your need to look good, overcome your need to win-that, then come tell
me what other problems you have out there thangdd to be overcome.

Now concerning the present controversy in thed the present
argument about sexuality and all those on eitlter wiho feel they are
right—many of whom were at the assembly in Bowl@igen this weekend.
| know what | believe to b&he Truth | also know 1) | have been wrong
before. 2) God alone is right, and God has a walimgeHis will plain in
time, so with the humility there is also a call patience; and 3) | know as
well what Jesus prayed in John 17. And | thinktitise we heardHim
praying, and stepped back, that His will might beel

So much in the Christian faith is a mystery. Nééeve in a triune God, for
instance—what does that mean? You know they arghedt that for a
while, some interesting books | could show you dime—or not. So much

is a mystery. This we know and confess above sdl.elesus finished His



prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, then walketedlma cross we
designed and built and richly deserved, and diecetiHe took our place in
the tomb, and even went to hell for us; and orBthday He rose again, that
we might be welcomed to heaven. God alone is ragid, that means all the
rest of us who aren’'t God, are wrong. God alorregist, and in His love and
mercy has chosen to save anyone willing to swalleir pride and let Him.
Do you have any place for pride in your life? Da9d.ook at yourself in
the mirror sometime and repeat the wottts,right. How ridiculous is that?
It's Christ, and Christ alone. May His will be maglain, may His will be
done in all of us together, unto life everlastimgthe name of Jesus Christ,

AMEN.



